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Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Term three has proven to be a challenging and inspiring term across the College.
As the term draws to a close and I reflect on our achievements, I am overwhelmed
with such a strong sense of pride as I look back at how many wonderful learning
opportunities our students have been involved in and excelled at this term. Despite
our extremely challenging start to the term because of the need for our entire site
to quarantine due to COVID-19, we have pulled together to ensure the best
academic and wellbeing outcomes for all of our students. I would also like to
congratulate our dedicated staff who work tirelessly to ensure our students are
involved in many engaging learning opportunities within and external to our site,
ensuring positive learning outcomes for all of our students. 

This term has been particularly busy with many varied external learning endeavors
presented to our students, along with focused learning for our staff. Our Pupil Free
Day provided our staff in the Junior School the opportunity to continue forwarding
goals outlined in our current Site Improvement Plan. The focus was around training
and development for Phonological Awareness and Phonics in the Early Years.
Expectations within curriculum planning for the Scope and Sequence of lesson
planning and design, and spelling was again a focus for Reception to Year 6 staff. 
Secondary teachers were provided with the opportunity to review our current
curriculum offerings and align our documentation with the new Department for
Education Curriculum Documents with a focus on Year 7 curriculum writing and
documentation. 

Congratulations to Jody Burton our Assistant Head of Junior School and her work
around the Friendly Schools Project. Upon visiting our Facebook page you will find
a number of video links for the Friendly School News, presented by our wonderful
Junior School students, supported by Jody. Students discuss and present a
number of areas the Junior School is focused on in relation to wellbeing. A great
effort by all. 

 

The Principal’s Report continues over the page...
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“respect, generosity and excellence for self, everyone and the environment”



 
I would also like to congratulate our Junior School on hosting yet another amazing Sports Day and 
Colour Run. It was a fun filled event, organised by Mr Wurfel and supported by Ms Eljourdi, 
Ms Bush, Ms Robertson-Burne and Mr Bugeja. The weather was perfect and thankfully made for 
an exciting day which culminated in the annual Colour Run. So much fun was had by students 
and staff. The students were amazing, beginning the day with the loudest team chants I have ever heard. 
Our teaching and support staff were nothing short of amazing, participating in the events and helping all 
of our children have fun throughout the day. Congratulations to Murray the overall winners of the day. 
Many thanks again to Julie Stockdale and her dedicated staff for organising such an engaging and 
memorable event for all.

Congratulations to Louis George-Duif and his team of amazing mathematicians who were first place winners and overall Math Olympic
Champions at the most recent NASSSA Maths Olympics Primary Yr6/7 category. Mr George-Duif organised our teams, guiding and
directing students who were absolutely amazing on the night. It was wonderful to see all of the family members and staff supporting our
teams. 

RU OK Day was another successful day recently and was celebrated across the entire college. Many activities were available to students
across the day, during their lessons as well as during break times. Staff and students promoted the concept by wearing yellow. Awareness
raising around the meaning of RU Ok was a focus for the day as well as checking in on our friends, particularly those struggling with life’s
ups and downs. 

Course Counselling has been in full swing over the last few weeks and culminates at the end of this week. Staff have been available to
support students with their subject selections for next year and at this stage, Year 10 and Year 11 students have made choices around their
selections for 2022. Thank you to parents and care-providers for supporting your children with these very important decisions for next year. 

A massive shout out to Danielle Langhorn and her Year 12 Food and 
Hospitality class who organised a magnificent morning tea to celebrate 
SSO Week/Day and World Teachers’ Day 2022. The offerings were absolutely 
delicious and enjoyed by all. 

Congratulations also to our Year 12 students who performed last Wednesday 
evening in their final Year 12 Solo Recital. The audience was entertained 
with beautiful music, songs and instrumental solos by talented students. 
Thanks to Rebecca Walker and Josh Mollart for their guidance and
commitment in supporting our students. A spectacular showcase. 

Finally, Applications are now open for the 2022 Gawler and District College B-12 Foundation Scholarships! The Gawler and District College
B-12 Foundation invites applications for 2022 scholarships from GDC enrolled students currently in Year 6 to Year 11. The scholarships
provide the opportunity to support students financially with their learning in a broad range of categories: General Academic, Sporting, STEM
Academic, Leadership, Artistic Talent, Trade Aspirations. Applications close on Friday, 15th October, 2021

My best wishes to you and your family as we embark on the Spring break. We hope you stay safe and look forward to Term 4!

Angie Michael
Principal
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The ‘Music Is Fun Band’ visited our school on Friday
10th September for seventy minutes of nonstop
music and fun!
Our students had the opportunity to sing and dance
along with songs such as ‘Blue Suede Shoes’, ‘Jai
Ho’, ‘An Austrian Went Yodelling.’ and ‘Best day of
my life’. There were musical demonstrations too, with
a stick-tricks on the snare drum and the hose-pipe
trumpet being firm favourites.

Our students were able to participate with groups
holding up signs, dancing and assisting the band
with props. We had special performance from our
amazing Choir singing ‘Somewhere only we know’,
Mrs Thompsons class singing ‘Swinging on a star’
and Ms O’Driscoll’s class singing ‘Rawhide.’ 

Thank you to Andre and all the Music Is Fun Band
musicians for such a high-energy and high-
participation show. Your love of music and passion in
bringing it to our students was most evident and
thoroughly enjoyed by all.

 



MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS
LIZ RANKIN
HEAD OF MIDDLE SCHOOL 7-9
 



Year 9’s to the City
 

As part of 9G & 9B’s Descriptive Narrative English unit, students had a wonderful opportunity to go on an
excursion to the city. Students visited Rundle Mall, The University of Adelaide and The Botanical Gardens. Outside

of getting some much-needed sunshine, students had the opportunity to engage in observation-based literacy
activities and were exposed to locations that were fresh and exciting for our young learners. We’re very excited to

see the inventive narratives they create that are inspired by this trip.
 
 



Year 12 Holiday Schedule Term 3

With only six weeks to go before our Year 12s graduate, we will be providing 

 

SENIOR SCHOOL 
ANGELA KARATASSA 
HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL
JULIE PETERS - YR 10 LEADER 
&
SARAH HALLWORTH, 
YEAR 12/SACE/VET COORDINATOR

National Skills Week

National Skills Week aims to promote practical and vocational
learning, enabling all Australians to gain a greater understanding of
the opportunities, their potential, and how they can contribute to a

successful, modern economy- Learning by doing is as important as
academic learning. 

 

This year, 60 GDC students interested in pursing a VET pathway,
took part in workshops held across our Northern Adelaide State

Secondary Schools’ Alliance (NASSSA). Students were involved in
practical experiences ranging from Kitchen Operations and Rural

Operations held at GDC to Automotive 
, Childcare, Electrotechnology, Brick & Block, Ageing & Disability

and Health and Beauty. 
 

Students are now working through the next stages in the new VET
application process. 

Sarah Hallworth Year 12/SACE/VET Coordinator
 

 



2021 Year 12 Electronic

Examinations
 

Students in Year 12 English Literary Studies,
Biology, Psychology, Tourism and Modern
History will have electronic examinations at

the end of the year. 
In preparation for this, students in these

classes are currently undertaking a series of
Practice Exams so that they are able to

rehearse using the format and technological
features of the exams. This has been a great

opportunity 
for the preparedness of our Senior Students

in completing the E-Exam process
successfully, giving them confidence, peace

of mind and another opportunity to revise
and consolidate their learning. 

 
Thank you to the Senior teachers who have
completed their own training to ensure the
accurate delivery and supervision of this

important practice process. 
 

The Year 12 Exam Timetable 2021 is
available on our Parent Portal. 

 



ABORIGINAL
EDUCATION TEAM
SHAREEN SAMI, 
ABORIGINAL EDUCATION/SAASTA
COORDINATOR

Aboriginal Students STEM Congress

In Week 9, Aboriginal students Jedda and Lola had the wonderful opportunity to attend the STEM Congress for
Aboriginal Students. From the Adelaide Convention Center, to SA Water and back again, the girls had the

opportunity to engage in a variety of STEM-Focused activities that explored the connection between STEM and the
culture and traditions of the Aboriginal people.

The event was an opportunity for our learners to collaborate and communicate with Aboriginal students, elders and
academics, as well as a chance to be inspired in considering their own STEM pathways in the future. It was an

excellent weekend full of learning, fun and new experiences. 
 
 Respect Sista Girls Workshop

The Respect Sista Girls well-being workshop has been running this
past term for our female Aboriginal students and has had great

success. The workshops have given our young learners the
opportunity to use their cultural strengths to make positive changes in
their lives, connecting with their cultural identities, land, language and

values. The students have been having an excellent time engaging
with this empowering, valuable workshop that builds strength, culture

and a sense of wellbeing. 

 
 

SAASTA soccer visit

On Friday in week 6, Stefan from MetroStars visited the
students and took them through a series of soccer
sessions, preparing the students for their upcoming

SAASTA Shield competition. 
 

CAT Meetings
 

Our Aboriginal Education CAT meetings have progressed steadily this
term in collaboration with NASSSA schools with the focus on future

pathways in VET, Tafe and University. The team are continuing to work
on opportunities around future and tertiary education pathways for our

young Aboriginal learners. 

Health Checks
 

The Gawler Aboriginal Health Team has been providing ongoing
support on site Health Check this year since the start of term 1. The
Community has been very positive and parents and caregivers have
been keen to take up the services of the Gawler Health team. Gawler
& District College community appreciate the support provided by the

Gawler Health team
 

Maxima Apprenticeship 
 

We are happy to announce that Aboriginal student Jedda has earned
a Maxima school-based apprenticeship working through a bank. We

are so excited for Jedda and wish her the best!
 

Badminton visit
 

In week 7 the SAASTA students had a visit from Badminton SA coach
Josh. Students will be playing badminton as one of the sports at SAASTA
Shield this year. Josh took the students through the key badminton shots,
as well as some game play and tactical analysis. The students now feel

more prepared for their SAASTA Shield Badminton competition. 
 

Homework Centre 
 

This term, we have kickstarted homework centre – are hoping and
optimistic that this can continue and involve more families in term 4.

 
 



FROM THE ARTS
ANGELA KOEHLER
ARTS FACULTY COORDINATOR 

         

YEAR 9 TEXTILES

In August our fabulous Year 9 Textile class produced
face masks as a response to the latest lockdown. In
addition we will be donating to the vulnerable in the
local community in the upcoming weeks - well done

 

YEAR 8 HOME EC - CORE FOOD

YEAR 9 TEXTILES

In week 7 this term we had the privilege to have Mr Bugeja’s
Year 6 class come over to show them Home Economics. We

showed them food science experiences that were Rainbow Milk,
Colourful Cabbage, Oobleck, states of matter, and made some

lemonade from scratch. All students were really excited and
engaged in the experiments.

 



FROM THE SPORTS
SHED
BRODIE BORG
SPORTS COORDINATOR

Open Boys and Girls 5-a-side Soccer

On Wednesday 11th August a select group of boys and girls
played in a rain-soaked soccer carnival held at Salisbury High
School. It was a horrible day weather-wise, but the students
seemed to enjoy themselves and endured the wet and cold.
They should be very proud of their efforts! A special mention

needs to go to Kyal for scoring 5 goals in the one game,
bringing victory to the team. Well done to all team members for

your dedication throughout the day!
Well done Bradley, Kyal, Hayley, Jayden, Emily, Alyssa, Molly,

Kelly, Mia, Hana, Rhiley, Riley and Kyle

TERM 3 
SCHOOL SPORT

2021

Year 7 Boys Knock Out Basketball

The year 6/7’s got their first taste of school basketball when
they travelled down to Lights Stadium to compete in the

knockout tournament. With only 7 it was a big ask for the boys
to play 6 games across the day. Despite it being a few players’
first time playing competitive basketball, the team walked away

with 1 win, as well as being right in the contest for two other
games. 

Well done Kalyn, Riley, Angus, Jacob, Tubiyas, Kym and Don

Year 8/9 Boys Basketball

The Year 8/9 boy’s basketball team competed in an above
average competition in week 6. The team jelled really well

together, with each individual player contributing well for the
team. A few close games and some good wins had the players

feeling good. The team will have another opportunity to
represent the school in the Knockout competition next term.
Biar took out the MVP for the day, with incredible full court

efforts and strong defence. 
Well done Cameron, Biar, Johnathan, Nilavan, Jackson, Haydn,

Jayden, Grady, Shaquan and Connor

Open Boys Basketball

The school took a team to the Northern Zone Basketball Tournament Friday of week 6. A challenging day for the
students as we only had 5, with no subs and a back-to-back game in the morning, the entire group out performed

expectations finishing 3rd in Group A doing enough to secure a spot in the minor playoffs, unfortunately due to fatigue
the decision was made to sit out of this game. As majority of the group were year 11s they’ll have another crack next

year to improve on the result.
Well done Jason, Deng, Haydn, Zach and Kyle

 



Year 8/9/10 Girls Basketball

On Tuesday the 31st of August, the year 8/9s competed in
the Northern Zone basketball competition. The team

started off with two wins for the day, including an
awesome 3 pointer by Cora in the second game. The girls

drew their third game, but unfortunately lost two other
games, giving every game a really good go without giving

up!
Well done Tavia, Leiya, Halle, Emily, Reese, Paige, Emma,

Elizabeth, Polina, Charlize, Lana and Cora

TERM 3 SCHOOL SPORT 2021 CONT......

Staff v students – Basketball round 2

After a draw in the first basketball game, the students wanted redemption with their talented Year 12 basketball team. A few key ins for the
staff, had the students worried. 

A very physical and fast paced game, saw the staff make the most of their opportunities, leading at the half way mark with plenty of breathing
space. The lead proved too much for the students, with a comfortable win to the staff.

The staff take a 2-0 lead in the annual staff v students tournament.

Year 5/6/7 SAPSASA Athletic trials

On Wednesday the 8th of September, 10 keen students from year 6 and 7
attended the Gawler SAPSASA athletic trials. All students gave their best

efforts against some of the biggest schools in the area. Well done for
representing the school at the trials. 

Well done Brett, Ethan, Lachlan, Merphix, Kaitlin, Caden, Zoe, Mikaela,

Noah and Josie

SPORT

Cricket 
Beach Soccer 
Beach Soccer  

KO Softball
KO Baseball 

Cricket 
Cricket 

KO Basketball 
KO Basketball

YEAR LEVEL 

Year 10 M 
 Year 8/9 M 
Year 8/9 F 
 Year 8/9 F 
 Year 8/9 M 
Year 8/9 M 
Year 8-10 F 
Year 8/9 M 
 Year 8/9 F 

 
 

 

DATE

      Mon 25th Oct       
     Thurs 28th Oct      

          Fri 29th Oct          
Mon 1st Nov 
 Wed 3rd Nov 
 Fri 12th Nov 

 Tues 16th Nov 
 TBC 
 TBC 

 
 
 

TERM 4 SPORT

Open Girls Basketball

On Tuesday the 31st of August, the open girls competed
in the Northern Zone basketball competition. The girls
started off the day with two losses to two really good

teams, but bounced back to put some solid wins together,
growing well as a team.

 
Well done Tavia, Halle, Reese, Paige, Emma and Lana

 

As the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve, Gawler and District College B-12 will function in accordance with advice from the Department of Education and
may unfortunately need to update and or change the above opportunity. If changes to this event are required, we will inform you as soon as possible.

 



ADMIN NEWS 
 

'College Central' 

 

If your child has a specific medical concern, e.g. asthma,
diabetes, it is critical that their medical information is updated
each year, or when changes are made to their medical plans. 

 

Please contact us  on 8521 2400 or email
dl.0774_info@schools.sa.edu.au and we will direct your enquiry so

the correct forms can be sent through to you.

MEDICAL INFORMATION 

Our School's Administration Office
NOW OPENED. 

Hours : 8.00am - 4:00pm 
 

How to find us
See photo below.

Please enter via Gate 4
located next to the schools digital sign 

 

 
Unwell or Injured: 

Students must report to Student Services for
assessment.

 Parent/Caregiver contact to be made if applicable
Late Arrival/Appointments/Early Finish: 

All students must report to Student Service to sign
in/out.

SECONDARY SCHOOL - STUDENT SERVICES 



 
Materials & Services Charges 

Thank you to those families that have paid the Materials &
Services charge for 2021. If you haven’t made an

arrangement to pay, Materials & Services charges are now
due and need to be paid to avoid debt recovery 

action by the Attorney General’s Department. 
 

 School Card Application – need to be submitted each year.
Closing date is Friday 1 October 2021 you can 

submit online at https://www.sa.gov.au/ following these
prompts:

· Education and Learning
· Financial Support
· School Card Scheme

· Applications
· Form A: Income Audit or Form B: hardship, change of

circumstances – Online version OR application forms are
available from the GDC Finance Office. 

 
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-

learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-
scheme 

 
  Pay by cash or Eftpos at the Finance Office, or by credit card

over the phone. 
Our Finance Office opening hours are 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

Monday to Friday. 
 

Individual payment plans can be negotiated so please
contact our Finance Office to discuss your options.  

 

FROM THE FINANCE
DESK 
 

Warranty on devices covers normal defects and usage issues. It does not cover negligence, abuse, malicious damage or loss.
Loss or damage as a result of negligence, abuse or malicious act the student or the parents/carers will be responsible for meeting the            

 cost for repairs or full replacement of the device.
ICT Devices are issued to the user for educational use and remain the property of Gawler & District College

If the student ceases enrolment at Gawler & District College, the device must be returned to the College on the date we specify by notice to
you, or on the date the student ceases to be enrolled at Gawler & District College, whichever is earlier. 

The laptop must be returned to Gawler & District College in good working order, in good repair and if applicable, 

For more information around Student Laptops please check out our website 

When student's are issued a laptop it is their responsibility to maintain them in a good working order at all times. 
 

complete with the AC power adaptor.
Please be mindful that fees will apply for anything damaged or lost.

.

https://www.gdc.sa.edu.au/downloads/ICT Use/Cyber Safety or contact our IT Team on 85212400

REMINDER AROUND STUDENT LAPTOPS 

BUS NEWS 
GDC SECONDARY STUDENTS ONLY 

(YEARS 7 - 12) 2022
 

APPLICATION TO TRAVEL ON A DEPARTMENT
FOR EDUCATION BUS SERVICING GAWLER &
DISTRICT COLLEGE FOR PLEASE NOTE: TO BE
ELIGIBLE TO TRAVEL BY BUS, YOU MUST LIVE
5KM FROM THE SCHOOL. IF THIS IS THE CASE
PLEASE CALL OUR BUS COORDINATOR. 
MON - FRI 8.30AM & 12.30PM ON 8521 2400

https://www.sa.gov.au/


 
Healthy Mind Australia is a leading licensed Mental
Health and Disability service provider based here 

in Gawler, SA. We provide a number of 
mental health and disability services to those 

dealing with challenging life experiences. 
We believe in supporting individuals, as well 

as their families 
with the day-to-day impacts of mental illness, 

as well as life most complex and difficult matters.
If you are an NDIS participant, we can help you
make the most of your plan through our many
service options such as counselling, support

coordination and support workers. 
 

We have recently partnered with Gawler & District
College B-12 to provide NDIS support to 

students on site. 
For more information please contact Healthy Mind

Australia on 8522 5042.
 

COMMUNITY
NEWS 
 

Term 4

back

Monday

11

October 


